Selection of restorative materials, reasons for replacement, and longevity of restorations in Florida.
The purpose of the present study was to obtain information relating to the types of restorative materials used, the main reason for replacement of restorations, and the age of failed restorations. Dentists in general dental practice in Florida were invited to record details from their own work pertaining to restorations. The diagnostic criteria were described and coded. The clinicians were not calibrated in the use of the criteria but they could call in for further explanation if needed. The 27 clinicians involved placed 2,035 restorations of which 53% were replacements of failed restorations. The increased use of resin based restorative material was clearly evident including posterior composites. The clinical diagnosis secondary caries was the most common reason for replacement of amalgam (56%) and composite (59%) restorations. Only discoloration showed a statistically significant difference in the reason for replacement of the two types of materials. The median age of the replaced amalgam restoration was 15 years and that of composite restoration was 8 years.